
 

 
 

 

1317 Winewood Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0700 
 

Mission: Protect the Vulnerable, Promote Strong and Economically Self-Sufficient Families, and  
Advance Personal and Family Recovery and Resiliency 

Rick Scott 
Governor 
 
Esther Jacobo 
Interim Secretary 
 

State of Florida 
Department of Children and Families 

DATE:  September 19, 2013 TRANSMITTAL NO.:  P-13-09-0005 
 
TO:   Economic Self-Sufficiency Operations Managers 
   Economic Self-Sufficiency Program Offices 
 
FROM:  Dianna Laffey, Chief, Program Policy (Signature on File) 
 
SUBJECT:  Change in Average Private Pay Nursing Home Rate 
 
EFFECTIVE:  September 19, 2013 
 
 
This memorandum is to inform staff of a change in the average private pay nursing 
home rate. 
 
Transfer of asset provisions apply to individuals applying for or receiving Medicaid 
benefits under the Institutional Care Program (including institutional Hospice), Home & 
Community Based Waiver Programs and the PACE Program. The average private pay 
nursing home rate is used when calculating transfer of asset penalty periods. 
 
New Penalty Periods 
 
The transfer divisor figure changes to $7,638 effective September 19, 2013.  The new 
transfer divisor figure will apply to all new penalty periods with a begin date starting on 
or after September 19, 2013, regardless of when the transfer occurred. 
 
Existing Penalty Periods 
 
Previously imposed penalty periods must not be recalculated based on the new divisor 
even if there is a break in Medicaid coverage and the individual reapplies on or after 
September 19, 2013.  Continue to use the divisor that was used at the time the penalty 
period was calculated as follows: 
 
Use a $5,000 divisor if the penalty begin date was on or between 06/01/06 and 
04/14/12. 
 
Use a $6,880 divisor if the penalty begin date was on or between 04/15/12 and 
08/31/12. 
 
Use a $7,362 divisor if the penalty begin date was on or between 09/1/12 and 09/18/13. 
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Appendix A-35 in the policy manual has been updated to add the new average nursing 
home rate. 
 
FLORIDA System Instructions remain the same. 
 
Region Program staff may direct policy questions to Vonsenita Tranquille at (850) 717-
4238. 
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Deputy Director (Lawayne E. Salter) 
Customer Call Center (Pat Badland, Liesta Sykes, Irene Hill, Georgina Santana) 
EBT (Debbie McLemore, Michael Pogue) 
FLORIDA Help Desk (Anthony Gaston) 
Information Technology (Kit Goodner, Barbara Roglieri) 
Medicaid Eligibility System (Jennifer Lange, William Martinez, Suzanne Poirier) 
Office of Appeal Hearings (Betty Zachem) 
Office of Communications (Alexis Lambert) 
Office of the General Counsel (Herschel Minnis) 
Office of Quality Management (Tonyaleah Veltkamp, Cindy Mickler, Annette 
Wiechers) 
Operations Research & Communications (Lynn Rossow) 
Program Policy (Dorthene Baker, Jena Grignon, Connie Mathers) 
Public Benefits Integrity (Amanda Huston, Sheri M. Lynn, Fred Young) 
AHCA (Kathy Austin, Melanie Brown-Woofter, Lisa Gill, Peggy Hall, Shevaun 
Harris, Beth Kidder) 
Florida Bar Elder Law Section (Emma Hemness, Twyla Sketchley) 
Florida Legal Services (Cindy Huddleston) 

 


