pEP ART’H

»
590 ‘ % _ Ron DeSantis
z e State of Florida Governor
) 2 Department of Children and Families
% . . & Taylor N. Hatch
ey v Secretary
DATE: July 22, 2025 TRANSMITTAL NO.: P-25-07-0003
TO: Economic Self Sufficiency Operations Managers
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FROM: Julie Reed, Chief, Program Policy
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SUBJECT: Elimination of the Requirement to Apply for Other Benefits for
Medicaid and Temporary Cash Assistance
EFFECTIVE: Upon Receipt

This transmittal is to inform staff of a change in the eligibility requirements for Medicaid
and Temporary Cash Assistance (TCA). The eligibility criteria to apply for other benefits
is no longer a requirement for TCA and all Medicaid coverage groups, including Child-
In-Care (CIC).

The requirement to apply for other benefits remains a factor of eligibility for the Refugee
Assistance Program (RAP), if the individual(s) appear eligible. The requirement to apply
for other benefits is not a factor of eligibility for Food Assistance (FA).

Current Policy

An individual must apply for other benefits for which they may be eligible (i.e. pensions,
retirement, social security benefits, disability benefits, unemployment benefits, etc.).
Policy manual passages 1420.1400 (TCA), 1430.1400 (MFAM), 1440.1400 (MSSI,
SFP), 1450.1400 (CIC), and 1460.1400 (RAP) cover the Requirement to File for Other
Benefits.

New Policy
The requirement to apply for other benefits will no longer apply as a condition of

eligibility for TCA and all Medicaid coverage groups on applications, additional benefits,
and renewals/reviews received or currently pending.

Staff must not pend for this requirement in the determination of eligibility. On the AFBA
(Income Benefits Eligible/Applied For) screen, do not pend the case in the FLORIDA
system for this requirement.

Changes will be made in the Program Policy Manual, ESS Factsheets, Verification

Chart, Paper and Online Applications, the Florida Administrative Code (FAC) and the
FLORIDA System.
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Regional Program Offices with policy questions related to this transmittal should submit
them through the Policy Technical Assistance Request page.

CC:

Assistant Secretary for Economic Self Sufficiency (Bridget Royster)
Assistant Secretary for Office of Child and Family Well-Being (vacant)
Assistant Secretary for Office of Community Services (Patricia Medlock)
Assistant Secretary for Office of Substance Abuse and Mental Health (vacant)
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Operations (vacant)

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Programs (Jamie Dattoli)

Director of Operations (Terri Lynch)

Regional ESS Directors

Business Operations (Laura Kirksey)

Customer Experience (Nichole Solomon)

Data and Information Technology (Chris Presnell)

Enterprise Support (Mark Miller)

ESS Programs and Policy (Tera Bivens)

FLORIDA Help Desk (Natarsha Peacock)

Information Technology (Andrea Latham)

Office of Appeal Hearings (Karina Sarmiento)

Office of Communications (Morgan Jones)

Office of the General Counsel (Shawn Belcher)

Public Benefits Integrity (Sheri Hall)

Strategic Programs and Innovation (Heather DeFrancisco)

AHCA (Ann Dalton, Paula James, Mia Harden, Jennifer Giddens, Devona Pickle)
Florida Healthy Kids (Suzetta Furlong)



